Worship and Events — August 2026

Sun, Aug 2 Education Hour 9 am
Worship 10 am

Wed, Aug 5 Finance Committee 3 pm PLC Staff
Campanas de Paz Bell 4 pm
Practice Rev. Hannah DiPasquale,

Thur, Aug 6 Executive Committee 3 pm Pastor

Campanas de Paz Bell 4 pm Pastorhannah@peacelutheranlc.com
Practice

Peace & Pride Community | 7 pm Diane Haugesag, Office

Sat, Aug 8 Chris Little Funeral Administrator

Sun, Aug 9 Education Hour 9 am office@peacelutheranlc.com
Worship 10 am

Tues, Aug 11 Church Council Meeting Dr. Seth Zamora, Music
Thur, Aug 13 Women in Motion 11:30 am Director
Campanas de Paz Bell 4 pm szamora@peacelutheranlc.com
Practice Dr. David Kl Choi
Sun, Aug 16 Education Hour r.LDavi ement, or
Worship Director
Wed, Aug 19 1*Y) Choir Rehearsal .
e ( ), Guillermo Canaway, AV Tech
Thur, Aug 20 Mobile Food Pantry
Campanas de Paz Bell Tommy Grimes, Custodian
Practice
Sun, Aug 23 Education Hour
Worship

Wed, Aug 26 Choir Rehearsal

Practice
Sun, Aug 30 Education Hour

August Birthdays

Cannon Trujillo August 1 Michael DiPasquale August 2

Sharie Behrens August 6 Paul Christensen August 6

Izayah Grassel-Granado August 8 Coni Grabarkewitz August 13

Tim Seibert August 16 Scarlett Schlehuser August 19

Diana Diemer August 24 Cindy Kendrick August 27 ~\‘\"",/‘
Brian Erickson August 30 Wyatt Shepan August 30 :::t- ““a
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August Anniversaries

Hannah & Michael August 1 Penny & Marv Smith August 2

DiPasquale Arlyss & Dave Skari August 3
Clare & Robin Scheffer ~ August 3 Diana & Dean Ayres August 24
Katy & Freddie Winn August 16 Debbie & Mark August 31
Margi & Rono Danakili August 31 Pendleton

Pastor’s Message

“Transition is not something we have to do, but something we get to do.”

The second weekend in July we spent with Rev. Dominic Palacios, who Peace
leadership has hired to serve as our Transition Consultant. He met with our Church
Council, Transition Team, and the congregation to share the Spirituality of Transition
and clarified what this Transition process will look like.

Peace is a healthy, vibrant, growing congregation. We could just keep going on the
trajectory we are on, without this “transition” process, and we would be totally fine
(although your pastor would probably ask for some more time off!)

But as Rev. Dominic shared, taking this time to slow down and listen—this is
something we get to do, even if we don’t have to; and |, for one, am so grateful Peace
said ‘yes’ to this opportunity!

This Transition Time invites us to attune more clearly to the Spirit’s nudging and
God’s direction for our church. It’s as though we are standing at several different
doors—trying to figure out which one to knock on, which possibility is the ‘right’ one,
while knowing that behind each door, is something good and beautiful. We have so
many opportunities; what we long and hope for is clarity—which door to knock on
first.

We could bypass this time, and just “get on with it.” That would be easier (at least on
the surface). We could just keep worshipping, baptizing, serving, celebrating,
connecting, like we always do. But just “doing what we’ve always done” wouldn’t be
the faithful next step—at least not as faithful (or fruitful) as taking time to
intentionally discern what comes next for Peace Lutheran Church.
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A big challenge of this process is just that—it is a process, and we don’t know for
sure where we will land at the end of it. | do know and trust that we will land in a
good, beautiful place where we get to be even more a part of God’s mission through
this community. This process has goals; but we don’t have an end result already
prescribed.

One goal of this process is maximum participation. This is a time of self-study by the
congregation—and you are a part of our congregation. This is the purpose of the
Listening Circles, which our Transition Team has been trained to lead. One time,
one hour - that’s all we are asking of each and all of you. We sincerely hope you will
sign up for one of these Listening Circles (see the sheets in the narthex or reach out
to any Transition Team member). If you are homebound or at a distance, please
contact Pr Hannah, the church office, or Transition Team member, letting us know
that you would like to participate—the team will host online sessions and one-on-
one conversations as needed to get everyone’s input.

My prayer is that we are open and patient with this process. And that God will
provide clarity and a firm foundation as we continue to move forward, together.

Peace Lutheran Church Choir invites YOU to sing this year!!

Please Join us on Wednesday, August 19" from 5:00-6:30 PM for our first choir
rehearsal. Each Sunday begins with a 30-minute warmup prior to the 10:00 service.
All voice types are welcome and limited choral experience is required. Please
contact choir director Dr. David Klement at dklement2@gmail.com if you’d like to
join us or have any questions.

\1/,
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Education Hour in August

August brings interesting topics to the Peace Education Hour on Sundays at
9:00am. Sue Small will present on Palestine for two weeks, then we’ll continue the
conversation about Palestine for two weeks with a film/virtual presentation, and,
finally, close out the month with Diana Diemer who will lead us in Art from the
Heart. Looking toward September, Paul Christianson will teach “How the Bible
Came to Be” for the month. Everyone is welcome!

August 2 Palestine: Changes Over the Last Year

August 9 Palestine: Changes Over the Last Year

August 16 Film/Presentation on the History of
Palestine

August 23 Film/Presentation on the History of
Palestine

August 30 Art from the Heart

PALESTINE: CHANGES OVER THE LAST YEAR

Sue Small, from El Cerro, NM, will be speaking on “Palestine: Changes Over the Last Year” at
Education Hour on August 2nd and 9th at 9:00 am. Sue has visited Palestine twice, once in 2025
and again in 2026, and has made many Palestinian friends who are working for freedom and
justice. “The request | heard from each person | encountered,” she says, “was to tell you and
others about what is happening to Palestinians; they want you to know.” Sue taught for over
twenty years at Central New Mexico Community College and sees herself as a storyteller of
Palestinian lives.

Women in Motion (WIM)

WIM Has Changed the Potluck Luncheon Meeting Date.

We have changed our monthly potluck luncheon meeting to the SECOND
THURSDAY of each month. We will meet on Thursday, August 13, at 11:30 a.m., in
the Fellowship Hall at Peace. Please bring a dish to share; coffee and tea will be
provided. You are free to bring a friend - everyone is welcome, even if you can't
bring food or can only stay for a quick chat. We celebrate birthdays with cards. An
envelope is passed around for an offering, which we donate to our favorite causes
at the end of the year.

If you wish to receive emails about our group, give your information to the church
office or email Karen Harvey at khpollype@gmail.com
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ANA’S PLACE AFTERSCHOOL
PROGRAM

Ana's Place will be starting up again for this
school year on August 6th!

If you would like to support our efforts to provide
a safe space for 6th-8th graders to hang out after
school, we would appreciate the following food
items:

- frozen mini pizzas (and other frozen snacks)

- microwaveable mac and cheese cups

- beverages (Sunny D, Capri Sun, Jumex, etc.)
We also welcome anyone with interest in volunteering. We always need:

- drivers to shuttle kids from the school to the church (it only takes about 20
minutes!)

- volunteers to supervise the kitchen area from 4:15 - 5:30

- on call volunteers for either Thursdays, Fridays, or both

- regular volunteers for either Thursdays, Fridays, or both

If you have any interest in volunteering, please reach out to Susanna Odegaard
at anasplacelc@gmail.com or by phone at 575-323-1562. Ana’s Place also has a
page on our website with information and registration form:
https://peacelutheranlc.com/anas-place/ ®

June Solar Panel Production

Energy Produced In the month of June,

our solar panels
M produced 2.5
Megawatt hours! That

is equivalentto 1.8 tons
of carbon dioxide
reduction, or 30 trees
planted, or 215,600
phones charged. For
comparison, the panels produced 2.6 megawatt-hours in May. Stay tuned for July’s
numbers!

June2026 @ May2026 @


mailto:anasplacelc@gmail.com
https://peacelutheranlc.com/anas-place/

Prints of Peace

From The PLC Council - Lisa Bates, President

Council had a busy July, even though there is no ‘official’ council meeting for July.
We had an initial meeting with Pr. Dominic, our Transition Consultant. He walked us
through this different transition process — we are NOT losing Pr. Hannah; rather we
are discerning should we add another church leader. Not a bad problem to have. It
means we are growing and need to discern what Peace’s future missions are and do
we need another person to help get us there. Pr. Dominic charged the council with 6
specific actions items:

1. Assessing the congregation’s financial reality

2. Establish staffing philosophy and strategy

3. Explore organizational structure

4. Review/update Constitution and By-Laws

5. Review/update all policy and procedures

6. Establish and/or affirm mission, vision, and values

While these actions are of no small undertaking, the councilis willing and capable
of completing them.

Council held its first Council Member Orientation on the 14" of July. This was a
meeting and fellowship with the outgoing, continuing and new Council members.
The goal was to get better acquainted and to familiarize new members what being
on council means - the responsibilities, accountabilities and the role/s of council
members and officers. Outgoing and current members were able to pass along
some of their knowledge/experience of being on council to the new members. And
the new members were able to ask questions about the different aspects of being
on council. When everyone was asked, “what does serving on council mean to
you?” The overwhelming answer was “being able to give back to the church.” Peace
gives us all so much and it’s a testament that these council members are eager and
willing to give their time and talents to ensure Peace continues to thrive. Overall, the
orientation was well received, and feedback is being gathered to improve this in the
future.
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From the Transition Team: One Hour, One Time

Can you spare one hour one time? In order to hear the voice of the congregation
during this season of self-study, the Transition Team will offer a series of small
group opportunities called Listening Circles. A Listening Circle is a group of 3-5
people, facilitated by a trained leader (member of the transition team) who will
discern the direction of Peace together. Listening circles are a confidential, safe
space where everyone has the opportunity to express their opinions without fear of
judgment. We have a unique opportunity to reflect on where we have been, who we
are now, and what we hope for in the future, and these listening circles will help
guide the conversation. This will begin the process of deciding how we address
staffing concerns as we grow; do we call another rostered staff person, a lay leader,
an administrative expert, volunteer coordinator (AND volunteers), or continue as we
are currently staffed? Watch for opportunities to participate with 3-5 other
members of Peace in one hour of questions and answers. We plan on offering times
on Sunday mornings, before and after worship, as well as weekday mornings and
early evenings. If none of the times can accommodate your schedule, reach out to
Transition Team or the office. We may offer

Zoom and/or one on one conversations. We want to hear from everyone. Really.

Transition Team members are Paul Christensen, Gretchen Dodson, Kathie Rich,
Dan Diemer, Carla Kanupp, and Becky Simpson.

Financial Report (Through June 2026)

RECEIPTS
BUDGETED ACTUAL June 2026 ACTUAL May 2026
$21,844 | $23,620 | $23,835*

*giving not including dedicated & pass thru funds

EXPENSES
BUDGETED ACTUAL June 2026 ACTUAL May 2026
| $20,543 | $21,543 | $31,970 |

For June, we received $2,077 more than we spent.

For the first 6 months in 2026, we spent $149,847, or 40.4 % of the $370,950 total budget.

Finance Committee Members: Joel Peterson, Dwight Eggers, Sandy Johnson, Sue Miller-
Wiltz, David Owens, Steve Ruwoldt, Penny Smith, Elaine Stover
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MISSION STATEMENT To receive a physical copy of this

) ) newsletter via mail, contact the
We are called to be an inclusive ’

office.
Commun’ty’ Sha”ng God’s grace Education Hour 9:00am and Worship 10:00 am
through worship, service, and Office Hours: Mon-Fri 9:00am-3:00pm
hospitality. August 2026

@ www.peacelutheranlc.com n www.facebook.com/peacelutheranlc
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