Worship and Events July 2026

Thur, July 2 Peace & Pride Community
Fri, July 3 Independence Day Observed | OFFICE CLOSED

PLC Staff

Rev. Hannah DiPasquale,

Pastor
Pastorhannah@peacelutheranlc.com

Diane Haugesag, Office

Worship w/Fellowship

Administrator

office@peacelutheranlc.com

Dr. Seth Zamora, Music
Director
szamora@peacelutheranlc.com
Dr. David Klement, Choir
Director

Sun, July 5 Education Hour 9am
10 am

Hymn Sing
Education Hour 9am
Worship 10 am

following
Sat, July 11 *Really Really Free Market
*special date due to Council Training with Rev.
holiday Dominic

Transition Team Training
Sun, July 12

Guillermo Canaway, AV Tech

Tommy Grimes, Custodian

July 5th - Join for a special hymn

. . Y
Sun, July 26 sing during worship!

Congregation Presentation 11 am
with Rev. Dominic Palacios
Thur, July 16 Mobile Food Pantry 8 am
Sun, July 19 Education Hour
Baptism Worship w/Fellowship
following
Education Hour 9am
Worship 10 am July 12th - special presentation
Back to School BBQ & Party 11:30 am

after worship from Rev. Dominic
Palacios, transition consultant

July 19th - worship includes
baptism of Ella Campos

July Birthdays

Diane Powell July 1 David Casteel July 2

Ginny Acosta July 4 Joel Peterson July 5

Becky McNair July 9 Barbara Baron July 14
Kristi Campbell July 14 Brittany Nickerson July 14
Lennae Bentley July 18 Lyn Bussian July 18
Eve Adams July 19 Eli Campos July 19
Susan Yarne July 19 Monte Coleman July 22
Hannah DiPasquale July 22 Claire Scheffer July 23
Lou Sarabia July 24 Amanda Tuthill Hookway July 27
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July Anniversaries
Pattie & Richard Shepan July 1 Diane & Dan Diemer

Pastor’s Message

“l came that they may have life and have it abundantly.” -Jesus (John 10:10)

This August marks three years serving as your pastor. As | reflect on our ministry
together, a word continues to come to mind, and shows up in conversations with
Peace leadership: abundance.

When Jesus talks about abundance, it’s not the same as “prosperity,” which often
gets wrapped up in the “look how much wealth/power | have, see how God has
blessed me” kind of attitude. Instead, Jesus speaks of abundance as that which
points to life. When Jesus speaks about abundance, it’s his way of reminding us that
there is always more than enough to go around. Abundance, in Jesus’ eyes, is about
inclusion, building a longer table, and possibility. Looking at our situation from a
place of abundance (rather than scarcity) means we are always looking for
possibilities to grow and to share what we have.

Because Peace is a vibrant, healthy congregation, we have the privilege of leaning
into abundance. We know that the community we are cultivating here is so very
good, we want to share it with others (“Peace is a whole vibe” as one of our teenage
members shared during the Vision Team’s interviews.) We have much to offer, and
so much space to grow.

We have a wonderful church where people step and step in, where we have
beautiful worship every week, wonderful ministries and groups. We are already
enough. And, part of the ethos of Peace is that we are always seeking more—
because there is an abundance of gifts here. What | see are so many possibilities
waiting for coordination, organization, and direction.

We have SO many good ideas and possibilities, that sometimes it is overwhelming.
This is a main reason we are engaging in yet another transition process. “Transition,”
when used by the synod/denomination, concerns the time between pastors. In
2021-2022, Peace appointed a Transition Team to work with Interim Pastor Rob
Moss to do some discernment before calling me to be your pastor. This time we have
hired a Transition Consultant to help us do just that-to help us find focus and seek
God’s direction as we continue to move into the future.
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My prayer is that this transition time gives us clarity, about who we are, how things
flow around here (how decisions are made), and what God is calling us to do in the
future.

This Transition Consultant is Rev. Dominic Palacios. Rev. Dominic comes highly
recommended by the synod, but he doesn’t work for the synod; he works
independently. He will be working intensively with our Church Council, Transition
Team, and myself.

The new Transition Team members are Kathie Rich, Carla Kanupp, Becky Simpson,
Gretchen Dodson, Paul Christensen, and Dan Diemer. We are so grateful for their
willingness to lead us in this process! The team will be working with Rev. Dominic to
do a church self-study, including opportunities to listen to the congregation—
identifying needs and priorities, hearing hopes and dreams, and producing a report.
The final report will outline the priorities of the next season of ministry for us, which
will inform what we are looking for in another pastor or deacon.

Rev. Dominic will also work with the Church Council to identify some governance
tasks and policies that need attention, and continue working with them as the
current leaders of our congregation. He will also work closely with me. | am so
looking forward to being a partner with you all in this process, but | am grateful that |
don’t have to lead it. | want you to consider my perspective; however, the outside
perspective that Rev. Dominic brings will only help us discern and discover more
about ourselves as Peace Lutheran Church.

Although | myself have been trying to lean into abundance, itis hard when the reality
of time constraints limits my ability to do all the things | feel called to do as your
pastor. You all help me hold healthy boundaries with my time and energy; but my to-
do list is never ending and the needs always growing. | could use some help! | never
want to be that pastor who squashes lay/volunteer involvement and leadership-we
are church together, ALL called to be a part of the ministry we do. At the same time, |
seethe realities of this congregation, including being a community with a lot of
snowbirds (folks who ‘fly north’ in the summer) as well as many gifted folks who also
tend to many other important areas of vocation such as caring for family, working
full-time job(s), and more. And, we need some leadership to regroup and get some
ideas off the ground. So, calling another rostered leader feels like a faithful step for
Peace, because of our abundance.

To be clear-we are looking to call an additional pastor or deacon; | am not going
anywhere! But | so look forward to working alongside another colleague, and | truly
think this will help us empower the congregation to live into our mission in more
fruitful ways. I'm excited to see what the Spirit stirs up!
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| hope this shares a little more of the ‘why’ behind this transition time. | hope you will
be involved in this process. Be sure to attend the congregation presentation on
Sunday July 12th after worship. In addition, please pray for your leaders-that God’s
direction for our congregation will be more deeply discovered and clarified. We need
your enthusiastic participation and curiosity to make this a fruitful time of

discernment.

“Transitions are an opportunity to develop new ways of being that offer revitalization.”

Official Launch of the PLC Transition Process

The Rev. Dominic Palacios will be meeting with PLC Council and the Transition Team
on Saturday July 11th. On Sunday July 12th, he will join us for worship and offer a
special presentation to the congregation, which will also be livestreamed.

Please plan to stay after church on July 12th to hear how to be involved in this

important time of discernment and discovery!

Returning to the Revised Common Lectionary —July 12th

Our five weeks of worship using
the Grounded in Creation
series gave us an opportunity
to remember our
interconnectedness to all of
God’s good creation. We will
remain “rooted down, looking
up” as we turn back to the
lectionary. We will travel with
Jesus through the middle of
Matthew grounded and
connected, with a renewed
focus on abundance and
creation. We will explore what

Jesus’land-based parables and

miracles teach us about
building an alternative world of
abundance and care in the
midst of the daily realities of
living under an empire.
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Education Hour in July

Look forward to a study of Women in the Bible led by Lynette Schurdevin and a
special intergenerational Back-to-School session led by Jeanne Marie Abkes.
Education Hour begins at 9AM in the (newly air-conditioned!) Bethlehem Room!

July 5 Women in the Bible Lynette Schurdevin
July 12 Women in the Bible Lynette Schurdevin
July 19 Back to School Jeanne Brown
Intergenerational Hour
July 26 Women in the Bible Lynette Schurdevin
July 26th - BACK-TO-SCHOOL PARTY WEAGE FHTRERIEN PERGES
3
]} Z Z
Partnering with our friends at Conlee ]C‘/)j 16 ~
Elementary, we are throwing a party the C 3
weekend that school starts!! Join us for a C&bJ
Blessing of the Backpacks during worship, and > <
. .. . * %
then stick around to join students and families :
J FOOD - GAMES - BACKPACKS 2

from the neighborhood and nearby schools for a ' FREE ENTRY * FUN FOR ALL
BBQ and fun for all! Volunteers and food wiill
be needed for this event - keep an eye on
announcements for how to get involved!

SUNDAY, JULY 26™ 11:30AM-1PM
@

PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
1701 MISSOURI AVE.

BACK-TO-SCHOOL COLLECTION - Socks &
Underwear!

We again asked our neighbors at Conlee
Elementary School how we can support them
as they prepare for the next school year. In the
past we have collected school supplies,
backpacks, headphones, and more. This year
they need SOCKS & UNDIES! New underwear
and socks are needed for both boys and SOCKS & UNDIES NEEDED
girls, sizes 4T-16. Bring them to church and

add them into the collection baskets, and we will make sure they get distributed to
students that need them.
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Women in Motion (WIM)

WIM (Women In Motion) is for all women and their guests at Peace. Members,
visitors, friends - there are no requirements other than that we enjoy each other's
company and share a meal together! ; 1

We meet monthly for a potluck luncheon on the third Thursday of Pft'u‘;‘k
each month, bringing a dish to share with coffee and tea Hne
provided. We also celebrate birthdays!

We will meet on Thursday, July 16, at 11:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall at
Peace. We collect a voluntary offering that we use at the end of the year for
projects, such as ELCA Good Gifts.

We occasionally sponsor some of the activities at Peace by organizing and bringing
food. If you would like to be on an email list to find out about our activities, contact
the church office with your email or email Karen Harvey at khpollype@gmail.com

Mobile Food Pantry Needs You!

Thursday, July 16, 2026
The Mobile Food Pantry needs -
*Intake Volunteers (some Spanish helpful)
*Parking lot volunteers

The community is very grateful for this food that we are able to provide through
Roadrunner Food Bank. If you can volunteer in the early a.m., contact Dennis Morin
for details! (dennismorin39@gmail.com; (860) 967-8023.

From The PLC Council - Lisa Bates, President

\ Council approved the appointment of our Transition Team: Kathie Rich, Becky

Simpson, Carla Kanupp, Gretchen Dodson, Dan Diemer and Paul Christensen.
Thank you for accepting this very important role in helping to discern the future of
Peace. | ask that the Congregation keep them in your prayers as they journey
through this process. And feel free to reach out to any of them if you have
omments or questions about this process.

Th CounC|l and Transition Team will be meeting with our Transition Coach, Pr.
uly 11™. Pr. Dominic will also have a meeting with the
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Congregation following Sunday service on July 12™ in the Sanctuary. Please make
plans to attend this informative meeting.

Steady progress is being made on the Prayer Room. Feel free to peek inside and see
the progress. Lyn Bussian and Dan Diemer are the Project Managers if you have any
questions or comments.

You may have noticed some more building projects happening. A new split air
conditioning system has been installed in the front admin office making it much
more efficient in cooling that space. The Bethlehem Room now has air
conditioning!!! Maybe we can get the Fellowship Hall equipped with air
conditioning for 2027. Does anyone have a stewardship campaign idea??? Now’s
the time to start planning it, as we will be voting on the 2027 Budget in November.

| want to take a moment to thank Pastor Hannah, the Council and the Congregation
for supporting me these past 2 years as your Council President. It has been an
educational and challenging journey, and I’'ve learned a great deal. | will remain on
Council for one more term, but not as President. In August a new President will be
elected, and | hope you will provide them as much support and encouragement as
you have given me. | would encourage you to join the council in the future. It is such
avitalrole in the life of our church, and you will learn so much. It doesn’t matter if
you’ve ever been involved in something like this before or not. You will learn as you
go. Itis something that will change you and your perspective of Peace. It will help
you understand why it is so very important for everyone to step up and help
whenever and wherever possible. So, | challenge you to take that plunge. | promise
you will have support every step of the way.

Peace Lutheran’s New Worship Committee

Along with churches all over the country and world, we seek to increase
participation and attendance in our congregation, and we have seen steady growth
over the past few years. This invites an opportunity to diversify and incorporate new
ideas about worship. However, when there are too many new ideas, it can be
overwhelming for clergy, staff, and other lay people involved in decision making. A
Worship Committee that provides opportunities to discuss worship plans, generate
new ideas that appeal to the congregation, and oversees how the needs of our
church community are being met at worship. Just as one’s daily life is constantly
changing, so too are the needs of church goers.

Peace Lutheran Church’s Worship Committee seeks to evaluate liturgy
constructions and participations. (e.g. how often do we change liturgy? How can we
open lines of communication about worship feedback? Etc.) This will be achieved
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through generating conversations and gathering feedback about the congregation’s
overall attitude towards music/worship elements, which may include surveys from
time to time. If suggestions are made to change any of these elements, PLC’s
Worship Committee will establish trial periods with new elements in worship (e.g.
Grounded in Creation Series, contemporary music, etc.) and reevaluate their
effectiveness in the overall worship experience. PLC’s first Worship Committee
meeting will take place on Wednesday, July 29" at 5pm in the Conference
Room. All are welcome to attend! Please contact Dr. Seth or Pastor Hannah if you
have any questions or are eager to participate.

Financial Report (through May 2026)

RECEIPTS
BUDGETED ACTUAL May 2026 ACTUAL April 2026
$18,898* | $20,563 | $47,719** |

*gjving not including dedicated & pass thru funds; **$15,000 of total giving was a bequest

EXPENSES
BUDGETED ACTUAL May 2026 ACTUAL April 2026
| $28,942 | $31,970 | $23,636 |

For May, we spent $7,417 more than we took in.

For the first 5 months in 2026, we spent $129,279, or 34.8 % of the $370,950 total budget.
Finance Committee Members: Joel Peterson, Dwight Eggers, Sandy Johnson, Sue Miller-
Wiltz, David Owens, Steve Ruwoldt, Penny Smith, Elaine Stover

May Solar Panel Production

In the month of May, our solar panels produced 2.6 Megawatt hours! That is
equivalent to 1.9 tons of carbon dioxide reduction, or 31 trees planted, or 223,300

phones charged. For comparison, the panels produced 2.2 Megawatt hours in April.
Stay tuned for June’s numbers!

Energy Produced

May 2026 = @ Aprili2026 = @
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