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Worship and Events May 2026

Sat, May 2 Really Really Free Market 10 am-1pm Ana’s Place After-School Program —
Sun, May 3 Education Hour 9am Every Thurs & Friday at 4:15pm!
Choir Rehearsal 9:20 am Final Day of Program is May 15th
Worship 10 am —
Congregational Meeting 11:15am
Tue, May 5 Bible Study 10 am PLC Staff
Wed, May 6 Choir Practice 5pm i
Rev. Hannah DiPasquale, Pastor
Thur, May 7 Campanas de Paz Practice 4 pm Pastorhannah@peacelutheranlc.com
Peace & Pride Community 7pm Diane Haugesag, Office Admin
Sun, May 10 Education Hour 9am office@peacelutheranlc.com
Choir Rehearsal 9:20 am Dr. Seth Zamora, Music Director
Worship w/Baptism of Wesley 10am szamora@peacelutheranlc.com
Nickerson ) o
Tue, May 12 Bible Study 10 am Dr. David Klement, Choir Director
Church Council Meeting 6 pm Guillermo Canaway, AV Tech
Thur, May 14 | Campanas de Paz Practice 4 pm Tommy Grimes, Custodian
Sun, May 17 | Education Hour 9am Office Hours: Mon 11:00am-3:00pm
Choir Rehearsal 9:20 am Tues-Fri 9:00am-3:00pm
Worship w/Celebration of 10 am
Graduates A
Tue, May 19 Bible Study 10 am 4‘.‘»
Thur, May 21 | Mobile Food Pantry 8am Sy
Women in Motion 11:30 am Save the Date! Sunday May 3 -
Campanas de Paz Practice 4 pm Congregational Meeting
Sun, May 24 | Education Hour 9am We will elect new Council &
Worship - PENTECOST 10am Committee members & hear
Tue, May 26 Bible Study 10am updates from church leaders.
Thur, May 28 | Campanas de Paz Practice 4 pm
May Birthdays
Heather Pendleton May 2 Lyra Alves-Goodluck May 14
Diana Ayres May 3 Alyssa Carnathan May 14
Mary Erickson May 9 Alyssia Smith May 16
Christina Little May 10 Nordy DeRycke May 18
Joseph Baumgarn May 13 Molly Austin May 21
Cynthia Christensen May 21
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May Anniversaries

Mark Pendleton May 22

Gene Quandt May 23 Jeanne & Marieka Brown May 4
Tareesa Smith May 23 Paul & Cynthia Christensen May 9
Brook Stockberger May 23 Dennis & Kathie Rich May 26
Jonathan Danielson May 25 Gene & Karen Quandt May 27
Don Lindsey May 25 Diane & Ron Odegaard May 28
Susan Mitchell May 25

William Makepeace May 26

Kaitlyn Coyle May 27

Phillip Lingle May 27

Marie Dodson May 28

Bob Brenckle May 30

Church Council Updates — Lisa Bates

Earth Day - Sun Day was held April 19". What a wonderful event it was! We had a nice dedication
ceremony outside for our Solar Panels. We served about 140 )
plates of delicious food - along with games and the Pinata! It :
couldn’t happen without so much support and hard work. So,
THANK YOU to everyone that was able to help - in whatever
way.

Congregational Meeting

Don’t forget the next Congregational Meeting, May 3"
immediately following the Sunday service. We will be voting for
new Council members and other committee members. There
will be an audit committee report, a report on Solar Panel
production, a Synod Assembly report, and sharing about what’s
next for Peace following Deacon Anna’s resignation. Please make time to attend.

As Councilis discerning the path forward for Peace, we also need your thoughts and input as we move
forward in finding another person to help our congregation and Pastor Hannah with our steady growth and
with all the Peace ministries. What a blessing to be growing and involved with so many different ministries
that we need two leaders of the church. Council will soon be assembling a Transition Team and a Call
Committee that will help lead us in making the right decisions for our wms—— ;
future. If you have interests in being on either of these teams, please . ;
reach out to me or Pastor Hannah.

The Personnel Committee, Lynette Schurdevin, is still looking for more
members. She is currently updating all our human resource documents
and policy and procedures. Do you have a background and/or
knowledge in policy development, hiring/firing procedures, performance
evaluations, job descriptions, etc? If so, we would love to hear from you.
If this is something you’d be interested in, please contact Lynette, any
council member and/or the Pastor.

Do you have hearing impairment? | do, as I’m sure some of you do. We want to ensure that everyone and
anyone with hearing impairment has access to our devices-headsets. We currently have four headsets.
These are always available for Sunday morning worship, the Tuesday morning Bible Study and for the 9:00
Sunday morning educational hour. Please feel free to utilize them and do ask for any help in using them.
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Update for Monthly Newsletters

These monthly newsletters are such a great way to keep up with ALL the ‘goings-on” of Peace. One of our
green initiatives is to help reduce paper/ink use. Starting next month (June), these monthly newsletters will
ONLY be mailed to those that “opt-in.” So, if you wish to continue to receive these in the mail, let the
office know. The newsletter will continue to be sent out electronically to your email and posted on our
website. Hard copies will also be available in the narthex throughout the month. If you wish to opt-in,
email our office at office(@peacelutheranlc.com, or call 575-522-7119.

WHO IS MY NEIGHBOR? An Invitation from the PLC Vision Team

Vision Team: Jeanne Brown, Amanda Goodluck, Mary Luckie, Ryan Steinmetz, Pastor Hannah
As our church grows and more intentionally connects with the larger community, many people
have asked: Who lives in our neighborhood? What do they need? What
do they think of the church? How do we get to know them? In 2025, the \\(\‘ HO

Vision Team embarked on a journey to get to know the people who live in our
neighborhood and to understand who we are as a congregation. They
interviewed both church members and neighbors (almost 50 people!),
asking questions like those asked above. We have data about our
community that we would like to share with you! There are two ways to find
out more:

Pick up a Possibility Profile. 10 pages of juicy INSIGHT into who we are as Peace Lutheran
Church and who our neighbors are. Take home a printed packet from the narthex or request one
electronically by emailing office@peacelutheranlc.com.

POSSIBILITY
PROFILE

PEACE LUTHERAN
CHURCH

i Young Park ¥ — e

“The congregation is proud of their history of being involved in
the community and launching non-profits. There’s a whole vibe
of being an inclusive, welcoming, and non-judgmental
congregation. Members feel a sense of warmth and belonging in
their life together.” - page 1, PLC Possibility Profile.

Come to the 9:00 Sunday education times in May to hear from
the Vision Team about what we heard through these interviews and
what the possibilities are!

Week 1 (May 3) - Who's In Our Church? University \x
versty A ° Park \
Week 2 (May 10) - Who's In Our Neighborhood? \ 8 New Mexico \\

(
Week 3 (May 17) - What Do Our Neighbors Think about PLC?
(

Week 4 (May 24) - How Do We Connect with our Neighbors? Who could our Neighbors be?
What are the Possibilities?
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March Solar Panel Production

In the month of March, our solar panels produced 2.5 Megawatt hours! That is equivalent
to 1.8 tons of carbon dioxide reduction, or 29 trees planted, or 211,300 phones charged.

From the beginning of production to the end of March, the panels have produced 5.2

Megawatt hours! That is equivalent to 3.7 tons of carbon dioxide reduction, or 62
trees planted, or 450,700 phones charged. Stay tuned for April’s numbers.

Energy Produced

kwh

March2026 = @ February2026 @@

Women in Motion (WIM) — Karen Harvey

WIM (Women In Motion) is for allwomen and their guests at Peace. There are no special
requirements other than that we enjoy each other's company and share a meal together.
We do occasionally sponsor some of the activities at Peace by organizing and bringing food,
but participation is totally voluntary. If you would like to be on an email list to find out about
our activities, contact the church office with your email or email Karen Harvey

at khpollype@gmail.com.

We meet monthly for a potluck luncheon on the third Thursday of each month, bringing a dish

to share with coffee and tea provided. We also celebrate our birthday gals with cards and a
joyful, noisy "Happy Birthday!" We will meet on Thursday, May 21st, at 11:30 a.m. in the
Fellowship Hall at Peace. We do collect an offering, again totally voluntary, that we use at the end
of the year for projects. Lastyear, we funded a 'farm' for a village!

Potluck
Lunch
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MUTUAL MINISTRY COMMITTEE - An Introduction

In the fall, PLC Council approved the formation of a Mutual Ministry Committee (“MMC?”). This is a
standing committee included in our PLC Constitution (C13.04). With Pastor Hannah’s
encouragement and request, the MMC has officially been relaunched.

Mutual Ministry committees are often labeled the “pastor’s support group.” And while the pastor
does need and seek their support, the mission and purpose of the MMC goes beyond just being
the pastor’s “in” group. The purpose of the MMC is to uplift, support, and embody the mutuality of
ministry at Peace. We are in this together! As Pastor Hannah sometimes says, “this is NOT the
Pastor Hannah show.” And, we recognize that the pastor, as a rostered leader of the Church, has
a unique position—a call—and we know that much of the church’s needs fall on the pastor’s
plate.

The MMC supports the pastor to grow into a lived understanding that the whole people of God
share in the proclamation of the Gospel. Mutuality exists not “between” the rostered minister and
people but “among” all the people, including the rostered minister. Members of MMC help the
pastor embrace this mutuality while growing in their own pastoral identity.

The MMC serves as a sounding board and conversation partner for the pastor as the congregation
and pastor do God’s ministry together.

The Mutual Ministry Committee:

o Patiently builds relationships within the group.

o Is grounded in prayer, bible study, conversation.

. Scans life within the congregation and community.

. Provides helpful feedback to improve/support the pastor’s ministry.
o Provides support for the pastor in times of stress or change.

o Is not the place for therapy, biases, personal agendas, or gossip.

o Doesn’t get turned-in on itself.

o Maintains confidentiality.

Gratitude to those who have said yes to the invitation to serve on the MMC; current members are
Diana Diemer, Betty Lindsey, Julie Phillips, Lore Ethridge, and Paul Christensen.

Border Servant Corps

Border Servant Corps is asking for supplies for Dignity Kits for migrants. They need donations of
travel size bottles of shampoo, toothpaste, body wash/bar soap, and lotion, as well as individually
packaged toothbrushes. They can also use WordSearch and Sudoku books. There are baskets in
the narthex to collect your donations .
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From the Memorial Committee

SCHOLARSHIP AVAILABLE: APPLY by July 15
DONATIONS ARE WELCOME

Scholarship

The Mason S Brown Scholarship has been made available through the generosity of Mike and
Jennifer Brown more than 19 years ago after the death of their infant daughter, Mason. In spite of
their grief, God inspired the Brown family to consider the needs of others, and this scholarshipis a
withess to their love.

Peace Lutheran hopes to award the Mason S. Brown Scholarship to an active member/
participantin good standing at Peace Lutheran Church who is a graduating high school senior or
person attending a college, university, community college, or vocational-technical school either
full-time or part-time.

Application forms are available at Peace Lutheran Church and must be submitted by July 15.
Scholarships will be awarded during a worship service in August.

If you would like to contribute to this scholarship fund, please place your donation in the
offering plate or send it to the church office. We can continue to help students with this
scholarship through your generosity.

Church Community Events and Outreach

Ana's Place Afterschool Program - we need more volunteers, especially on-call volunteers who
tend not to have any plans on Thursdays and Fridays. Our last program day will be May 15th, but
we would love your help between now and then and get you set up for volunteering in the fall.

Celebrating Graduates on Sunday May 17!

Join us for 10:00 worship on Sunday May 17th as we offer a special prayer for our Graduates! If you
are graduating (from any level of school), plan to join us! After worship we will celebrate with cake
and a CARD SHOWER. You can either bring your own card for individual graduates (maybe with a
small gift of cash or gift card) or sign the group cards we will provide. Congrats, grads!

Memorial Service for Richard (Dick) Irons, who died on December 21, 2025, will be Monday, May
18th at 2:30 PM (central time) at Canton Lutheran Church in Canton, South Dakota. We join the
family in prayer as they come together to worship the living Christ and celebrate Dick's life.

Choir Library Cataloging Help Needed!: Our Choral Library, containing nearly 500 works, is in
need of cataloging. If you have a free hour to help, please reach out to Dr. Seth Zamora
at szamora@peacelutheranlc.com. Many hands make light work!

International Students coming to Las Cruces for the 2026-2027 school year are looking for HOST
FAMILIES, including a 16-year-old Lutheran student from Australia! Contact Erika

at contact@erika-melissa.com or 575-496-0975. See the poster in the narthex for more
information.
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Financial Report (through March 2026)

RECEIPTS
BUDGETED ACTUAL Mar. 2026 ACTUAL Feb. 2026
$24,870* $27,419 $31,138

*giving not including dedicated & pass thru funds

EXPENSES
BUDGETED ACTUAL Mar. 2026 ACTUAL Feb. 2026
$24,671 | $26,519 $30,729 |

For March, we received $900 more than we spent. For the first 3 months in 2026, we have spent $80,043,
or 21.6% of the total 2026 budget.

Finance Committee Members: Joel Peterson, Dwight Eggers, Sandy Johnson, Sue Miller-Wiltz, David
Owens, Steve Ruwoldt, Penny Smith, Elaine Stover

(Photos from the Earth Day Sun Day event April 19)

"%
¢




\"I'/ PEACE
N 2
l" ‘\l LUTHERAN CHURCH

1701 E. Missouri Ave.
Las Cruces, NM 88001

Address Service Requested

Phone: 575-522-7119
Email: office@peacelutheranlc.com

NON-PROFIT ORGN
US POSTAGE PAID
PERMIT NO. 243
LAS CRUCES, N\M

MISSION STATEMENT

We are called to be an inclusive
community, sharing God’s grace
through worship, service, and
hospitality.

**Beginning June, you must opt-in to
receive a physical copy of this
newsletter via mail**
Sunday Education Hour 9:00am

Worship 10:00 am
May 2026

@ www.peacelutheranlc.com

n www.facebook.com/peacelutheranlc
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